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President’'s Message

Dear ATA Members,

The highlight of this past quarter is unquestionably
the awesome success of our Heritage Festival 2006
pavilion. A total team effort from the planning
stages in January through to the wrap-up volunteer
party in August. We returned to two first prizes
this year and entertained visits by the Vancouver
Consulate people as well as the Thai Ambassador.
Our yellow 60" King’s anniversary shirts were the
hit of the whole festival. Volunteerism, exceptional
teamwork, and a fun attitude by all ensured this
success. Our monetary success greatly exceeded all
past efforts, which is an excellent boost for the
“Thai Center’ planning. We now have a balance of
$50,000. This year in particular, we are especially
indebted to the Thai students, visiting Thai
educators and lots of volunteers from outside the
association. We also are enjoying unprecedented
levels of interest and support from the Thai
government through both the Thai Embassy and
Consulates.

Continuing with my favorite topic, the ‘Thai
Center,” we are continuing to make progress
through planning and purposes discussions. It has
also drawn the interest of the Thai government in
the form of assistance and shared operations
possibilities. The Ambassador is encouraging us to
get something open as soon as possible, with
upgrading over time to get to out final desired
goals. We had a minor setback in out casino
funding plans, but this is only a temporary delay.
Thanks to some time-consuming work by several
members over the past couple months, we should
be back on track and actually get a casino date in a
few weeks. The only bad news is the rapidly
escalating building and land costs in Edmonton.
However, since we are not in the immediate
market, and this seems to be a cyclical event in
Edmonton, we hope to see a reasonable market by
the time that we are ready to enter it.

Jim Syms
ATA President



ATA NewsletterFall 2006

2006 Edmonton Heritage Festival Gallery

-zl .

ersles 8



4 ATA Newsletter Fall 2006

13
o g a
anayneludawesaveveunuaua Laznoay

NUIDANUAUITOIIND 2006

ws Tnduas F4lal¥anuewnnzilumsl¥nsives

Aad a N
Iﬂ&l Hosau avlya %}TL!E]TI’HTEIJ’JIl‘VIﬂlﬁ@ﬂﬁLﬁ?H?Jﬂ1ﬂ1i??1ﬁ§lﬂi1ul€lﬂimi]3ﬂ

=~ =~ | % Q‘l d ' <
seusgailumulnelae 355an Andasiysual sthdoieuiiunaiaieil

A g o 2Ly
Llﬂ$L°Wﬂlﬂuﬂ?imﬂﬂﬂmﬂ"lﬁ?ﬁuﬂi"’llﬂﬂ!ﬁ? “15\1‘19]

] A a 1 A
P a0 JUNINTTUA 9 vosauang luso v Arumn

Y ¥
v ey e g S 4 aaua 189au@ae9e1MIs N aNATUe I e un
amnau Ineludamesalszauanudus adnasanile

A A Ay ' & o ' Yo
, - o o a 2 o g vad 19 AIMIANNHIULT UAWITIVNUUNI 100 AU aal@dsy
lumssrvauaesmananiailszsil 2006 sevalnuyu

Ve A s A 4 a p anuaynauutiune uazgdunihdsyiulaedauneh
Tusgndnaiui 5-7 Gamay o Ja@eugasuannisa lag

. ve o aq ¥ o ANV VOUDUAY AUYANIAY LAZAVINIT INTEATUMS
Uz Inelasunatasuzdaludmusmstamsisznan

v Y
< o a v a D1UWADIUN AUTUAA GH?J??' AUITTU NAFUAN ﬂﬂ!ﬁhfﬂ
FUFUVUIALANUAZ T NIAFUSLAANNAIUNITUINITOINIG

a Juszl a o
. o v o 2 - AUIABA AU ATAY AUIIUAT TUIUDT ADATI NIUE
5199aMsusHIsamstuiluasen 7 lusew 11 Yves

d ad v

aauns Tndias guasuu aaundsn queluatazau

° o d qul A A Yo @ v A ﬂ a
Uzs1Ine vaziuiluaien 2 s 1d5n5197an5AmY . j
Aa A C% LG
aad unnaa ansd Inda vazqmiase gly Tums

a9 9

anmeoiman lleugu Jefididauaulu 3 Juswds

U

o a a A A o &
IANTIVDIMIT LAZVITMIIAToAN T IUY @

o a 4 Y =) dgl =
420,000 aAu ‘ﬂﬂﬁ'a@maﬂmiﬂ@uﬂu"lﬂauﬂ 13l &
[ 1 H 1 [ c?: I o
ﬂgu%uﬁa 70 ﬂaquﬁﬁfﬁammm Tagaailuilesisou
g 2 o A o a (w '
N9du 58 Yg1 mtingusnaiun1edal Iausssuvea
ATYUBU
= 1 a v W s Y Y
i su IneuranrIneaedaes i 1dsu
I o v w o o =3 [P=Y Y o
nJumm@umﬂtymstuma'lwawﬁmm"lmiuaa
I Y % dal ] A Y [
WWosAIUMIIANUT UBNINANNT LKA TUATUAII
9 v A [ Y a = v A
ud auauinGeu Inedaliusmaounmiiade Tneuu
o o o v A o I
dasaumisde 185ukuseldauauinGeu Inailu
$1u9ude 580 m3ony

a a o o s Y T 9
Ay Fud wenawan Ingludawesdaulntaia

a

aa F4 13 Y o = 9 < dalt: 42’
ﬁ'ﬂGli'lﬂvlﬂﬂ'ﬁi]ﬂxﬂualﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ1ﬂu"l FIANUAUTIUNAVY

Iz Y [ o 09/} < @ 09/}
llﬂﬂﬂ'lEJWﬁ\1@']ﬁ']ﬁilﬂi“ll@Q%N%ullﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlumﬂlluﬁu nag
! Uszma

[ Y
ﬁﬁﬂﬁ i’J‘JJﬁQﬂ’JHJ“]J’JEJMﬁ@%1ﬂﬂm1iﬂifmlu1ﬂﬂumﬂ u.
s s ' Y a4 VY U ?—n v
a ¢ ammmﬂﬂmmam‘u Huy
AIVATUATUNT

' o JY o Y d” 9 @ d?
“51'1d5ua NN Wiene 1A A ATUIANI1 50 AL T auanlnelusawesa wdalniinu@eaiondniu o

d a th o
' [ 9 [ I a @ >
3J1i’HJLL‘EQ'E'J?JG],%ﬂuulil’Zﬂﬂ3Lﬂuigl}WUﬂ15LLﬁﬂ\1ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂiﬂJ manlszmnauminga (9135 146 Street) Tilsanhonns

Y - < 2 T S = R 1 ° . A A
Mg ﬁgﬂﬂ1561ﬂ1i PNAUBLIFIGNUNADANT 3 waznIosauNInaesll Inisiunu thiJﬂﬁ%”l‘l’il!NJLﬂifNﬂiJ

1 9 G d' 1 1 1 d‘
Sy ﬂm%uﬂi’h? AUVINIU 5 IHTI/AU INDBIYAUFITDIUN




2006
Edmonton Heritage Festival

By Norideen Kitchell

The Alberta Thai Association enjoyed its most
successful ever Edmonton Heritage Festival with
record earnings and being awarded two
prestigious prizes — the President’s Award for
Small Pavilion Management and the Best Food
Service Award.

This is the seventh time in the last 11 years that
the Thai pavilion captured the EHF President’s
Award while finishing in the runner-up positions
during the other three years. It is also the second
occasion that our team was judged best food
service by Capital Health.

The three-day gala held during the first weekend
of August at the Hawrelak Park attracted record
attendance of more than 420,000 people due to
excellent weather conditions as well as an
expanded number of participating countries. There
were 58 pavilions showcasing 70 different cultures
with some countries joining forces to introduce
their food, art and entertainment.

Thai students attending the University of Alberta
did a roaring trade selling bookmarks. They
translated and wrote in Thai the names of
customers who purchased the bookmarks, raising
more than $580 for the Thai Student Association
of the UofA.

First-term ATA President Jim Syms attributed the
record revenue at the event to the prime position
of the Thai pavilion and the invaluable contribution
by volunteers, including visiting professors from
the Prince of Songkla University and friends from
Calgary.

“The volunteers did a tremendous job in
presenting an excellent display of Thai culture to
the festival-goers — from the kitchen staffers who
dished out the wonderful food to the arts and craft
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team as well as the entertainers,” said Syms.

“We have had more than 50 volunteers without
whom we wouldn’t have been able to stage such a
successful show, some of them worked all three
days.

The ATA extends special thanks go to Khun Bit
and Somporn Gosinet for the use of their kitchen
at Bua Thai Restaurant to prepare the food, as
they had so graciously allowed us to do so in
previous years.

The association threw a volunteer appreciation
party for all who have supported the community’s
activities through the year. Thanks to Khun Dom
and Jitra Kriangkum for offering their house for the

party.

More than 100 ATA members and their families
attended the event on a beautiful mid-August
afternoon in which an abundance of food was
supplied and drinks and liquor ran non-stop.

Many thanks go to Somkit Syms, Roslin
Gidzinski, Ampha Dindial, Whan Carton, Ngamta
Winner, Dow Greanya, Somporn Gosinet, Anan
and Lily Kaewmongkol and Sarinna Klintberg for
preparing the party food; Ray Thomas for manning
the BBQ and to Dom and Maurice Rousseau for
making sure everybody had enough to drink.

NOTICES

New Year’s Eve Party: The ATA New
Year’s Eve pot luck party will again be held
at the Parkview Community League (9135 —
146" Street). There will be a $5 admission
fee that goes towards hall rental and besides
food, please bring your own drinks because
there will be no cash bar. Doors open at 6:00
PM.

APPLY FOR or RENEW
YOUR 2007 ATA MEMBERSHIP
TODAY!!!

$10 / person
$15 / family

Membership application/renewal form can be
downloaded from ATA website
www.thaiassociation.ab.ca
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Thai Month at the World
Trade Centre

The following has been submitted by Hon. Consul Dennis
Anderson to the Chamber of Commerce for inclusion in
their regular newspaper.

Yes, Thailand is known for its smiles, its food and
the exotic nature of this ancient Southeast Asian
culture. What may not be as well known is that this
country, despite changes in government, could be
the way ”’in” for Alberta businesses that want to
explore opportunities, now, on the ground floor of
the globe’s burgeoning Asian economy.

November will be Thai month at the World Trade
Centre where Chamber members will have an
opportunity visit a display of Thai products on the
6" floor, or attend a seminar to be held by Thai
Trade officials including Vancouver based Trade
Director Pramuk Montriwat and Edmonton
Honorary Consul Dennis Anderson on November
30™. The seminar will run from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. and 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. for private
consultations.

2006 is the 60™ anniversary of His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej’s ascension to the throne of
Thailand. The King’s unique ability to ensure a
smooth and peaceful country regardless of changes
in government has been proven in recent events.
His birthday and 60 years of service will also be
celebrated at the World Trade Centre by the Thai
community and city leaders on November 30"
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. This will be hosted by Thai
Ambassador Snanchart Devahastin, and former
Alberta Cabinet Minister and Honorary Consul
Anderson.

The world’s largest airport will open in Bangkok
this year. Thailand is rapidly building roads and
infrastructure to further access the Asian market.
The policies of the Thai government have slashed
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tariffs and provided incentives to establish
businesses in the country. This is not expected to
change.

The attitude of the Thai Government is definitely
favorable to businesses that want to import Thai
products from jewels and furniture to technology,
and provide services and products to its growing
economy. Perhaps as important is the fact that
Thailand, perhaps more than any other Asian
country, is able to do business with all its
neighbors with respect and in-depth understanding.

Thailand’s primary religion, Buddhism, and its
culture, respect nations of different political and
religious stripes. Thailand’s history provides it
with a significant Chinese-based business
population and in the north, closeness with India
allows easy and productive trade in that direction.

Thailand may be the way to the east for many
Edmonton area businesses and the November 30™
seminar is the time to explore that possibility.
Honorary Consul Anderson and Trade Director
Pramuk intend to lead a trade mission to Thailand
in the New Year; your company could be part of it.
Contact the Royal Thai Consulate General at
1-780-439 -3576 or Suite 300, 10140-117st NW,
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1X3.

The Edmonton Consulate General provides visas,
information and contact services.

Announcement

The November 30" King’s birthday event will be a
reception hosted by the Royal Thai Consulate. All
current Alberta Thai Association members will
receive invitations. If you do not receive one and
wish to attend, please contact the Royal Thai
Consulate General at 439-3576. An RSVP will be
required for this event because of the limited
space at the World Trade Centre.
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Picnic in the Park
By Sue Thomas

Thai food, picnic, park, oh my! What a lovely
combination to behold July 16" at our annual
Picnic in the Park event at Emily Murphy
sponsored jointly by the Alberta Thai Association
and the Thai Student Association.

As usual, when ATA partners with TSA to host an
outdoor party, nothing less than blue skies and
sunshine will do! Indeed, families and friends of
ATA and TSA enjoyed a glorious summer
afternoon along the south bank of Edmonton’s
beautiful North Saskatchewan River valley.

Potluck contributions were abundant, keeping the
grill fired up full time as well as adorning at least
two picnic tables with mouth-watering treats for all
to sample throughout the day.

Whether you came to eat or chat, or eat and
wander through the park, or eat and play croquet,
or eat and rest.... The day was yours to seize as
you wished to! Picnic in the Park is definitely one
of the most anticipated yearly events for ATA
members.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Included with this Newsletter is the agenda for a
General Meeting of the Membership to be held at
my home on November 20, 2006, 7:00 PM.
Although the agenda looks long, | expect that the
meeting will be over in five to ten minutes. The
proposed amendments are minor and are being
presented to comply with Alberta Corporate
Registries regulations. Because of the short agenda
there will be no food or party associated with this
General Meeting.
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