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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

Dear ATA members,

Thank you to all of the volunteers
who participated at the 2008
Edmonton Heritage Festival. The
Thai Pavilion had another successful
year; over $10,000 was added to the
Thai Centre Fund.

I would also like to thank the Royal
Thai Consulate General in Vancouver
for their financial support to help
offset the cost of festival registration
fee and tent rental; and for providing
arts and crafts for the Thai Pavilion.
The ATA appreciates the assistance
and extends a huge thank you to the
Royal Thai Consulate General.

Volunteering at the three-day event
can at times be very demanding.
However, as in the previous years,
the Thai community has shown that
we can accomplish our task when we
work together as a team. | will always
treasure the smiling faces of the tired

volunteers at the end of each day.

All the hard work paid off! The Thai Pavilion was awarded 2nd place in “Best Food
Service (judged by Capital Health)” at the 2008 Edmonton Heritage Festival. Thank
you to every one who helped prepare food and worked in the kitchen during the
festival. Our success would not have been possible without the support of the
volunteers.

The Association would also like to identify Christopher Massie as our 2008
scholarship winner. Christopher is the son of Brian Massie, a productive Thai Pavilion
volunteer.

The Association’s next function will be on December 13 when our annual reception
and dinner in honour of H.M. King Bhumibol Birthday will be held at the North
Millbourne Community Hall. The ATA is also planning a New Year’'s Eve party at the
Parkview Community Hall on December 31.

Hope we can count on your help and participation in these events. To succeed,
volunteers are needed for both functions. The ATA will only continue to grow with
your support.

Thank you.

Ngamta (Eed) Tekauyporn-Winner
ATA President

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritagstal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4 Tel. 788 $282

www.thaiassociation.ab.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

December 13  King’s Birthday Reception and Potluck Dinner
at North Millbourne Community Hall, 980 Millbourne Road East

5:00 PM Doors open
6:00 PM Celemony begins
7:00 PM Potluck dinner

Admission : Free
Please bring food to share
All are welcome

Note: This is an alcohol-free event and members are advised not to bring alcoholic
beverages to the function.

December 31 New Year Eve Party and Potluck Dinne r
at Parkview Community Hall, 9135 — 146 Street

Doors open at 5:30 PM

Admission : $5, under 16 — free
Cash bar

Please bring your favorite dish(es) to share
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NEWS AND ANNOUCEMENTS:

Treasurer Report

2009 Membership Renewal

ATA Casino

Members Somphone Xongvichith, Sukanya Syms, Roslin Gidzinski and Chalinee Klassen
donated $840 to the ATA after hosting a very successful party on the Thanksgiving
weekend.

The ladies, calling themselves the Thai Social Club, organized a dance and buffet party
with live band at the Pleasantview Community Centre on October 12.

A capacity crowd of 200 attended and the generous quartet also donated part of their
intake of the evening to the Laos Temple.

Alberta Thai Association president Ngamta (Eed) Winner also donated $60 and Treasurer
Dr. Clarence Preitz said the total of $900 had been put into the association’s “building
fund” account.

The ATA now have a total of $79,000 in three GICs — all at an extremely good rate of 4%
per annum, which treasurer Clarence Preitz had successfully negotiated.

The largest amount is for $52,000 — a renewal of the GIC from last year. The second is for
$17,000; and the third is for $10,000, which can be used as an emergency fund for next
year's EHF if necessary.

“We split our GIC into three different accounts so in case we need emergency funds, we
only have to cash in whatever is necessary and not affect interests we earn on the
others,” explained ATA treasurer Dr. Prietz.

Your 2008 membership in the ATA will expire in December. It is time to consider renewing
your annual membership for 2009. Please complete and submit the enclosed membership
renewal form along with your membership fee as soon as possible.

Membership form can also be downloaded at www.thaiassociation.ab.ca.

Due to the increasing cost of printing and postage for the newsletter and the increasing
cost of hall rental and other related costs. The ATA Board has approved the small
increase in the annual membership fee. The fee for 2009 will be $25.00 for family and
$15.00 for an individual.

The Alberta Thai Association has been granted a Casino date in 2009. The tentative date
for the Casino is October 2009 at Palace Casino in West Edmonton Mall. Thanks to Sue
Ooraikul-Thomas for agreeing to be the ATA Chairperson for this important function.

Again the Association will be in need of volunteers for the casino.
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Manual for Thais living in

Alberta

Passing of an ATA member
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The Thai Government is printing a manual for newcomers to Alberta providing invaluable
information for the growing number of Thai workers coming to this labour-starved
province.

The 120-page pocket sized booklet produced by the University of Alberta Thai Students
Association (TSA) is in Thai and covers topics like how to get a visa, medical insurance
and how to deal with emergencies.

Other information include child care and getting around as well as subjects related to work
issues, the educational system, business opportunities and immigration law.

“There has been a significant increase in the number of Thai workers coming to Canada,
especially Alberta where there is a labor shortage in the last two years,” said Alberta Thai
Association advisor Jitra Kriangkum, who coordinated the project.

“It is no doubt a valuable resource not only for the workers but also for those who seek
education and business investment opportunities in Alberta.”

“On behalf of the ATA, | would like to thank TSA members who worked tirelessly putting
together this manuscript. And especially to TSA President, Doojdao Charuchittipan,
whose strong leadership make this project a great success.”

Electronic copy of this manual can now be downloaded from the ATA website
(www.thaiassociation.ab.ca). Hard copies are currently being printed by the Royal Thai
Consulate General in Vancouver and will be available for distribution soon.

Peter Law Beard, a long-standing member of Alberta Thai Association passed away early
this summer. Peter attended most of the functions in the past few years.
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2008 Heritage Festival Report The Thai Pavilion was again one of the best pavilions of the 63 pavilions at the 2008
Edmonton Heritage Festival. Our Arts & Crafts tent display of cultural artifacts was the
best, thanks to support provided by the Royal Thai Consulate General in Vancouver.

There are many people to thank for helping at the 2008 Edmonton Heritage
Festival, among them are:

Dom Kriangkum for his excellent coordination in order for the Thai pavilion to run
so smoothly in every aspect at the festival

Our Treasurer Dr. Clarence Prietz for working tirelessly throughout the three
days in handling all the finances — from all in and out transactions to cashing in
our food tickets.

James Gidzinski and Brian Massie and all the helpers, for putting the kitchen
together as well as the other areas of the Thai Pavilion. Once again, James’ and
Brian’s hard work and know-how improved the efficiency of the kitchen.
Somphone Xongvichith, for allowing the use of the Bua Thai kitchen to prepare
food prior to the festival.

Sarinna Klintberg who once again beautifully decorated the Arts & Crafts tent,
Annie Ooraikul and Mary Jane Saunders for managing sales of the Thai
souvenirs in the HOT tent all 3 days.

Melissa Davis and Chelsea Fraser for creating beautiful flower arrangements,
Nara Boychuk and Ning-Nong ( ) for their fruit and
vegetable carving demonstrations which drew a lot of interest.

The U of A Thai Students Association guys and gals who built the beautiful back-
drop for the stage, and many others who kept busy in the kitchen and writing
book-marks in the arts and craft tent.

Chalinee Klassen, Performing Arts Chairperson, for ensuring the stage
performances were a crowd stopper once again. Our new costumes help to add
to the beauty of the dancers.

And of course, we would like to extend a big thank you to all the food tents
workers including:

Jutikarn Chareonsuk for overseeing the six guys cooking “Paad Thai” in the
three woks non-stop all day long for 3 days!

Roslin Gidzinski, Sukanya Syms and Ampha Dindial for cooking great chicken
curry.

Tommy Harnvivattanakit making sure the deep-fryer was always cooking “balls”.
Our new dish this year, “beef balls on skewer” proved to be a crowd favourite.
Thanks also to Tommy’s family who help cook deep fried banana and Dr. Larp
Chitnuyanondh and Chuck Mackay for serving ice cream with the fried banana.
Dr. Buncha Ooraikul for making sure his special Thai ice coffee and ice tea was
available all day long!

Thank you to everyone else who helped make this year a success. The ATA
hopes that we can count on you again at 2009 Edmonton Heritage Festival.
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