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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
 
Congratulations to Dom Kriangkum who is our new Vice President. Many thanks 
to Eed Winner for a job exceptionally well done. We hope to see her again on 
the Board shortly. Clarence Preitz is to be congratulated for extending in order to 
now complete a full term in the Treasurer’s position. Always doing a bang up job. 
 
The Annual General Meeting was a lively affair this year, even with 2 
acclamations. The question period and annual and financial reports analysis was 
as thorough as I have ever seen. A frank and detailed analysis of the ATA’s 
future fundraising plans and abilities was coupled with an honest evaluation of 
the building fund and a wide range of possibilities with regard to eventually 
achieving a Thai Center. I believe this will form the basis of establishing a couple 
of sub committees to explore each identified option. This project has real interest 
and support within the ATA, and with our financial capabilities, could very well 
produce results sooner than expected.  
 
About a dozen of the new Thai welders joined us for the potluck dinner which 
turned into a lively affair. Looks like lots of help at Heritage Festival this year. 
 
With the 2007 Heritage Festival now only a month away, each area has been 
assigned and there is volunteer work available every weekend. Call me. 
 

 
Jim Syms 
ATA President 

The 2007 Thai pavilion is located at site #2, west of the bus station. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: UPDATE 
 
 
 

Thai pavilion at the 
Edmonton Heritage 
Festival 
 
August 4-6, 2007 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Volunteer Appreciation 
Party 
August 12, 2007 

 
The Alberta Thai Association needs YOU. 
 
We need all the help we can get to keep the Thai colors flying at the Edmonton 
Heritage Festival (EHF) at the William Hawrelak Park on August 4-6. 
 
The ATA received the President’s Award for small pavilions and Best Food 
Management Award last year, thanks to the big turnout of members who 
volunteered in the kitchen, selling arts and crafts as well as participating in 
cultural performances. 
 
The EHF is the Association’s major fundraiser toward the goal of building the 
Thai Center, and last year we raised a record $40,000. 
 
Thai Students Association (TSA) has taken a task of stage designing with Song 
(Silawat) in charge. TSA members will also come out in full force to help in all 
areas of the Thai pavilion especially the Thai writing on bookmarks in the Arts 
and Crafts tent and stage emceeing with Erb as coordinator. We know that we 
can count on the students to help at the food service tent as well.  
 
The ATA would like to thank Jutikarn (Ju) Chareonsuk, TSA President and his 
board for coordinating the student volunteers. 
 
“It’s great that the students are putting in so much effort and once again we call 
upon all our members to show their true Thai spirit and volunteer to help us 
make this year’s Heritage Festival as successful as 2006,” said ATA president 
Jim Syms. 
  
Members wishing to help may contact any Board members. And all those who 
had assisted in any of our functions throughout the year are invited to a 
volunteers appreciation party at 8824 – 27

th
 Avenue on August 12. 

 

 
 

ATA Camping 
August 17-19, 2007 
 
 

 
 
Summer is short. Enjoy the great Canadian outdoors by joining your fellow 
Alberta Thai Association members on a three-day camping trip to Folding 
Mountain Campground from August 17 to 19. 
 
It has been more than a decade since the Association organized a camping trip 
but long standing members still fondly remember “the good old days” when 
camping holidays were an annual event in the ATA calendar. 
 
President Jim Syms is the prime mover behind the revitalization of the event and 
former Vice-President Ngamta (Eed) Winner must be credited for the 
coordination in choosing and booking the camp site. 
 
Syms said: “This is very much a family-oriented event and a great opportunity for 
our community to get together and know each other better, especially nowadays 
when everybody seems to have little time in fostering friendships. 
 
“There are many newcomers from Thailand in recent years but the Thai 
population here is still very small, and we must form a more closely-knitted group 
to support each other.” 
 

 

 Cont. page 5 
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ATA Camping, cont. from page 3 “A camping trip in which we have to be together for three straight days would be 

a great opportunity to build friendships and understanding and I’m hoping we can 
make this a yearly function again.”   
 
The ATA have booked 21 sites – nine for tents and 12 for trailers (eight with 
water and four with both water and power). And for those who do not want to 
camp nor have a trailer, there are cabins for rent. 
 
Members wishing to participate can contact Eed at 463-5479 or Jim (446-6186) 
to reserve a site. 

 

 
RECENT ACTIVITIES, NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
 

ATA Election Results 
 
Former Alberta Thai Association president Dom Kriangkum has been elected 
Vice-President and Clarence Preitz re-elected Treasurer of the ATA in the 
Annual General Meeting at the North Millbourne Community League on June  
17, 2007. 
 
A good turn-out of almost 30 members showed up for the meeting although it 
was held on Father’s Day. The meeting was followed by a pot-luck party.  
 

 

2007 Songkran Potluck 
Party 
 

 
The Songkran Party held on April 14 at the Parkview Community League Hall 
was a tremendous success with $2000 being raised towards the building fund for 
the Alberta Thai Association’s clubhouse. 
 
Not only was it the most profitable Songkran celebration hosted by the ATA, it 
was also one of the most entertaining with the majority of the 200-strong crowd 
stayed until the party ended at 1am. 
 
Music was provided by “XO” – thanks to On Klassen and some of her friends 
who not only funded the performance of the Laotian band but sang along and 
brought the party to life. 
 
Other entertainments on the evening were dance performances and a Thai 
costumes fashion show. 
 
The Boonrod Brewery in Thailand through their Edmonton distributor company 
representative, Nate Henry, donated Singha Beer that was sold on the evening 
and other major fund raisers were the silent auction with items donated by 
members and businesses and the 50/50 draw. 
 
Food was in abundance although it was a potluck party, which several local Thai 
restaurants sending their favorite dishes. 
 
Outgoing ATA Vice-President Eed Winner said: “The party wouldn’t have been 
so successful if we didn’t have the volunteers who worked tirelessly before, 
during and after the event. 
 
“Members of the Thai Student Association also came out and helped in setting 
up the hall before the party and cleaning up afterwards, a job which was not 
completed till almost 2:30am.” 
 
ATA Treasurer, Clarence Preitz, also gave the students a pat on the back for 
volunteering as door marshals to ensure that all members paid the $5 admission 
fee. The monies collected were used to pay the rental fee for the hall.  
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New Consul General to 
Vancouver and Donation 
from the Thai Government 
to the ATA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The new Thai Consul General, Mr. Kosit 
Chatpaiboon, who took over from Mr. Surapit 
Kirtiputra arrived at the Royal Thai Consulate in 
Vancouver on March 27, 2007 
 
Mr. Kosit who is married with one daughter, had 
previously been Consul General in Kunming, China, 
and Charge d' Affaires a.i. in Phnom Phen, 
Cambodia. 
 
The Thai Center fund is another $1000 richer, 

thanks to a donation by the Royal Thai Consulate General in Vancouver while he 
was in Edmonton on May 30, 2007. 
 
Former Consul General Mr. Surapit has been promoted as ambassador attached 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 

Consular Services in 
Edmonton 

 
Consular service will again be available in Edmonton during the Edmonton 
Heritage Festival (August 4-6) at 9524 – 27

th
 Avenue. 

 
Those wishing to apply for or renew their Thai passports, or to apply for birth 
certificates for children born here, should contact the Royal Thai Consulate in 
Vancouver (604-687-1143) for booking or inquiries.� 
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New Consul General to 

Vancouver, 
Mr. Kosit Chaitpaiboon 
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