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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
 
 
 
Dear ATA members, 
 

 
I hope everybody has a good start into 2009. Our recent activities included a 
reception and dinner to honor the King’s Birthday and a New Year’s Eve Party, 
both were a great success. 
 
Thanks to the Thai Student Association for helping with the DVD presentation 
of H.M. King Bhumibol’s life at the birthday celebration. And thanks to theThai 
workers who sponsored the live band at the New Year’s Eve Party – the pot-
luck dinner attracted a good number of ATA members and their families and 
friends.  A little profit was made which was put towards the Thai Center fund.  
Our functions won’t be successful without your participation and support. 
 
Currently, plans are being made for Thai Songkran New Year Party, which will 
be held at the Parkview Community Hall on April 25, with buffet dinner, culture 
show and dancing to a live band. 
 
Also in the planning stage is the 2009 Edmonton Heritage Festival at Hawrelak 
Park, August 1-3. The first and second phase of application has been filed and 
final planning is underway.  We will need as many volunteers in various areas 
as possible. Hope to see you all come out and help us at the Thai Pavilion 
again. 
 
The ATA annual general meeting (AGM) and election will be held on June 14. 
We will be electing the new vice-president and treasurer. Please mark your 
calendar so you don’t miss this very important date. If you are interested in 
volunteering to serve in either of these positions, please feel free to call one of 
our board members. Only paid-up members are eligible to vote. 
 
On behalf of the ATA, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
Dennis Anderson for his promotion as Honorary Consul General of Edmonton. 
The announcement was made by His Excellency Ambassador Snanchart 
Devahastin at the appointment reception in January. 
 
I value the time and support you have given to our Association and I believe 
that we are growing stronger as a community and our future Thai Centre will 
soon become reality. 

 
 
Your sincerely, 
 
Ngamta (Eed) Tekauyporn-Winner 
ATA President 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
 
 
April 25, 2009                 Songkran Gala at Par kview Community Hall (9135 – 146 Street, Edmonton) 

Buffet Style Dinner, Thai dancers, door prizes, 
50/50 tickets, raffle tickets 
Live Band “ XO”, cash bar 
All proceeds dedicated to Thai Centre Fund. 
 
Doors open at 5:30 PM 
Dinner starts at 7:00 PM 

Tickets   Adult           $25.00   
                                        Under 16     $10.00 
                                        Under 5       Free 

For more information or to order your tickets, 
please call 

Ngamta (Eed) Winner   780 463-5479 
Chalinee (On) Klassen   780 460-9326  
Sukanya (Aire) Syms   780 437-0760 

 
 
June 14, 2009                 ATA Annual General Me eting and Elections Day  

at North Millbourne Community Hall (980 Millbourne Road East) 

Hall opens at 3:00 PM  
Meeting starts at 4:00 PM 
Potluck dinner to follow 

Positions to be elected:  Vice President and Treasurer for 2009-2011 
 
If you are interested to run or wish to propose a candidate for either position, please submit 
your nomination to the Association by mail to PO Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, 
Edmonton, AB T6J 6T4. 

Note:  Only paid ATA members are eligible to vote or to run for office. 
 

 
Future calendar of events: July-December 2009 

ATA Picnic              July  12  @ Emily Murphy Park, site #1 
Heritage Festival    August 1-3 @ Hawrelak Park 
Volunteer Party      August 16 @ TBA 
King’s Birthday       December 6 @ North Millbourne Community Hall 
New Year Eve        December 31 @ Parkview Community Hall 
 
Information about these events will be provided in future newsletters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

��

���

���

���

�� ��������
�������
�������
�������
��� ��������������� ����



ATA Newsletter     Spring 2009        4  
 

�
�
	��	���������������  

�
��� ����������	�
��
��	
�����������	������� �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

	��������
������������
��	���
�� !	"�#�	���	��
����$��
��	
����������	��	������� �
�
�



0
9
+
���,
��"
�3����  (9135-146 Street, Edmonton)

!
�
�1�#�����C�C$3

��
1�#

�
���+��$�=	
����$'

6�D6�

�+
 ,��5,�

�"+���"+�� �����#��"+��+�
+�+
9 ������$��

E
FGH



��
��	
#���()!��()�

�
#1�&���>�������� !����9
+
1�#

�
����)���+

:IJA�
�J
�������
�!
�
���+

:�J��
�J

='&*�<	
�6
����#<K
��% !
#�$)�
 �	

:L
��
:�
����#<K

$	M �	

6
��
C��

��*��!�7
�
�+�4(�!��$�1�&��)
�
�$

N!���O
�����!�3
5��J
IP�
;LA@6;I�K
,
+���
N!�O

�+
��4	�
IP�
;L�@�A�LK
�� �<<


N�!O
4���3
IP�
;AI@�IL�





0
9
+
���,
������!�3����(!
 (980 Millbourne Road East, Edmonton) 

��Q��
���+

:6J��
�J
 
��+(! $������)���+

:LJ��
�J
$��$
��&�#"&!$+���
�3$��

$�
���	���)�+(! $���

1�&� 	
�!��
# ��
��8
�+�����<<� 

�����
��
����@��::


5�����&���
���
��*� 
����������+(! $���

��(!���!����+��)��%����� ��.&
���

 
��+(! $���

5�#�	�1��-0�#3�
#����
��8

NPO Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, 

Edmonton, AB T6J 6T4) 

='&��)���#�	
��
,� ����='&�����>�B�+(! $�����(!���������+(! $���

 

�
�%����	��	���
����$�
	�	&����'�(��)����*++,�



:�
 J�J







�!
��
�!
�Q����

0
����
>
�0��!��+�)
��!�3C�R

�����0�Q������
#�+.
:


!
�
����+���




:@A
�J�J





�
��?!�����
0
����
>
�0���+�+�)#�
?!���+�

:L
�J�J






�
��+��#�.!���0!
�
�����

�
#+��!�#�����&�*�&��
�$	!1�

L
>J�J









�
������+��"��,��"��-

0
9
+
���.
����+�!�3����(!

A:
>J�J







�
��	��&
#��� 	
$&!������*��	
0
9
+
���,
��"
�3����

�
#+��!�#�.!� �� �����+	
���
����&�*�&��
�*������(!.	
�������&





ATA Newsletter     Spring 2009        5  
 

� 

 

RECENT ACTIVITIES:  
 

 
A Celebration of H.M.the King of 
Thailand’s Birthday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATA New Year’s Eve Party 
 
 

 
The King’s Birthday reception and dinner was held at North Millbourne 
Community Hall on December 13, 2008. More than 60 people attended the 
celebration, including Consul General Dennis Anderson and Vice-Consul Dennis 
Laliberte. 

The Thai Student Association, led by their president Doojdao Charuchittipan, 
compiled a very interesting DVD presentation of the King’s life. 
 
 
A solid turnout of about 100 people attended the pot-luck New Year’s Eve party 
at Parkview Community Hall, entertainment was provided by a life band that was 
sponsored by Thai workers. 
 
Besides paying for the band, many of the Thai welders and pipe-fitters came out 
to set up the hall as well as cleaning up after the festivities ended at 1:00 am. 
And the evening could not have gone ahead so smoothly if not for the many 
other volunteers and members who brought food.  
 
Door prizes were donated by Victor & Sukanya Syms, Bud & On Nowicki, 
Malissa Davis and Ngamta Takauporn. Most important of all, the Association did 
make a small profit that will go towards the Thai Center Fund. 

�

   
 

  
 
ATA New Year’s Eve Party at Parkview Community Hall, December 31, 2008 
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�
NEWS AND ANNOUCEMENTS:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

   
 
His Excellency Ambassador Sanachart Devahastin hosted a reception for Mr. Dennis Anderson on his 
promotion to Consul General of Edmonton on January 8, 2009 at Pad Thai Restaurant, Edmonton. Also in 
attendance were vice-consul Dennis Laliberte, members of the Thai community and members of the consular 
corps.  
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NEWS AND ANNOUCEMENTS (cont.)  

 
 
 
ATA submitted a proposal for 
Thai Center to the Royal Thai 
Embassy 
 

The Association has been earnestly looking into establishing a Thai Community Centre in 
Edmonton – a project that has been in the pipeline for many years – and is seeking 
financial support from the Thai Embassy. 

As the suugestion of Ambassador Devahastin, ATA advisor and long-standing member 
Buncha Ooraikul and ATA treasurer Clarence Preitz recently drafted a proposal that was 
submitted to the Ambassador requesting funding. 

They proposed setting up a Centre Development Committee, comprised of 
representatives from both the ATA and the Thai Government, who would be responsible 
for the acquisition of the premises for the Thai Centre. 

Proposed composition of ATA representatives of this committee are the Association’s 
founding president Boon-oom Gosinet, past presidents Dom Kriangkum and Jim Syms, 
and two ex-officio members – the ATA president and treasurer. 

Government officials sitting on this committee would include: Dennis Anderson (Royal 
Thai Consul General for Edmonton) and ex-officio members -- the Ambassador to 
Canada, the Consul General from Vancouver, the Director of Thai Trade Centre and a 
coordinator in Thailand. 

The detailed proposal outlined the history of the Thai influx to Edmonton, which started in 
1965 when a group of students came to pursue graduate studies at the University of 
Alberta. And as more students came, they formed the Thai Students Association as a 
social club for themselves and their Canadian friends. 

The Thai community in Edmonton started to grow when some Thai professionals made 
Edmonton their home and newly-wed cross-cultural Canadian-Thai couples returned from 
Asia to stay. There were about 100 Thai and Canadian-Thai families in the greater 
Edmonton area by 1970 and together they formed the Alberta Thai Association in 1973 as 
a non-profit organization. 

Currently there are more than 300 families and with a large number of Thai workers being 
recruited by the oil and gas and the agri-food industries to work in the province, there is 
now an even greater need for a Thai Centre as a venue for community activities for social, 
cultural and professional services. 

A Thai Centre can be a base for cultural training such as Thai dancing and music classes, 
cooking classes and religious classes etc.; educational programs like language classes, 
tutorial classes, students exchange services and trade education etc.; professional 
assistance in areas such as medicine, legal, language, culture and worker recruitment 
etc.; and community services like family counseling, briefing newcomers, promoting Thai 
trade and businesses and participating in community activities at large etc. 

The proposal also listed the risks and benefits of the ATA having its own Thai Centre and 
ways to sustain its operation.  

The ATA has accumulated surplus funds from its various fundraising activities over the 
years with an aim to acquire its “home” but with escalating property prices, the 
Association is unlikely to achieve its goal without outside help. 

It is estimated that the ATA will need a minimum of a 4,000 square feet property to fulfill 
its need, costing about $600,000 to purchase and needing at least $200,000 for the down 
payment. 

His Excellency Ambassador Snanchart Devahastin gave hope to the ATA recently when 
he suggested it may be possible to request financial assistance from the Thai government 
to help support the center.  

The draft proposal was reviewed and approved by a special meeting of the Board of 
Directors before it was submitted to the Ambassador for his reaction. 

Thanks to the efforts of Ooraikul and Preitz in drafting the proposal, let us hope that the 
Thai government will provide the grant to make the Association’s dream come true in the 
not too distant future. 
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