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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:
THIS ISSUE:

President’'s Message

Upcoming Events Dear ATA members

After being part of Edmonton’s Thai
community for 25 years, it was my
privilege to accept the responsibility to
serve the Thai community as president of
the Alberta Thai Association.

News and Announcements
Recent Activities

Member Forum

It is my great honour to take on this
position, and will use the eight years
experience | have as a small business
owner combined with my 14 years in
the service industry, to serve our
community.

In Memorium

Along with the experience and advice from the other board members and
members’ input, my goal is to provide quality leadership and to also have

2010-2011 Board of Directors

President: Melissa Davis some fun going forward with the ATA.
Vice-President Maurice Rousseau
Secreta Jitra Kriangkum . . . .
Treasur;yr Clarence Sreitz Currently we are plannlng for Heritage Festival at Hawrelak Park, we will need
as many volunteers in different areas to make our portion of the festival a
Directors success. Hope to see you all at the festival and to assist us at the Thai
Information Darek Kominek avilion
Activities vacant P '
Fundraising Jim Syms

Chairpersons
Webmaster
Membership

Editorial Board

Darek Kominek
Thosaphol (Tommy)
Harnvivattanakit

Norideen Kitchel
Jitra Kriangkum

Melissa Davis

ATA President

Advisory Council
Anan Kaewmongkol
Buncha Ooraikul
Dom Kriangkum
Ngamta (Eed) Tekauyporn Winner
Sue Thomas

ST
[} 1 Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritagstal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
www.thaiassociation.ab.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

JUL 31 - AUG 2, 2010

THAI #18
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FESTIVAL HOURS

July 31 (Sat) Noon- 9:00 PM
Aug 1 (Sun) 10:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Aug 2 (Mon) 10:00 AM — 7:00 PM

AUG 15, 2010 (Sun)
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THAI PAVILION AT SERVUS HERITA GE FESTIVAL

Hooray! The ATA had secured a prime location for this year’s
Servus Heritage Festival at William Hawrelak Park — site #18
which is among the pavilions at the front of the carnival.

The three-day premier event, from July 31 to August 2, 2010,
will showcase the different cultures found in this diversified city
with national native performances, food sampling as well as the
sale of crafts.

The festival has always been one of the ATA’s major fundraisers
and having such an advantageous site, this year’s festival
should generate a handsome profit - providing the weather on
the weekend is good.

However, manpower is always needed — from carpenters who
can help set up and dismantle the pavilion, to volunteers who
can cook, serve food, salespersons for arts and crafts and
performers for the cultural shows.

Tent set-up will be on Wednesday (July 28, 2010 ) and
volunteers for this capacity can contact ATA'’s pavilion chair Eed
Winner at 780-463-5479.

Others wishing to volunteer at the festival can also contact Eed
or any of the directors in charge of the three divisions — Food
Service (Somkit Syms 780-438-1433); Arts and Crafts (Melissa
Davis 780-448-9387); and Entertainment (Chalinee Klassen
780-973-5433).

ATA VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION PARTY

at Glenn and Eed Winner
7123-44 Avenue, Edmonton

Starts at 4:00 PM

DEC 5, 2010 (Sun)

A CELEBRATION OF H.M. THE KING OF THAILAND'S BIRTHD AY

at North Millbourne Community League Hall (980 Millbourne Road East, Edmonton)
Admission : Free, Non-alcohol event

5:00 PM Doors open

6:00 PM Ceremony begins

7:00 PM Potluck dinner

DEC 31, 2010 (Fri)

ATANEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY

at Parkview Community League Hall (9135 146 Street, Edmonton)
Bring your family, friends and favourite dishes to share.
Admission: $5/person, cash bar

5:30 PM Doors open

7:00 PM Potluck dinner
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
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NEW CONSUL GENERAL TO VANCOUVER AND CONSULAR SERVIC ES IN EDMONTON

NEW U OF A GRADUATES
$ 77&)

A new Consul General (CG), Mr. Arthayudh Srisamoot, replaces Mr.
Kosit Chatpaiboon who has been promoted to an Ambassador to Kenya.
CG Arthayudh and his staff will be visiting Edmonton during Heritage
days. Consular services in Edmonton will be held at DK Engineering
Services Ltd. (9524 27 Ave Edmonton) at the following hours:

July 31 (Sat) — Aug 1 (Sun) 9:30 AM -12:30 PM and 2:00 - 5:00 PM
Aug 2 (Mon) 9:30 AM -12:30 PM.

Please contact Royal Thai Consulate General in Vancouver for an
appointment at 604 687 1143 (Mon - Fri, 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM) or e-mail
info@thaicongenvancouver.org. To download forms, please visit
http://www.thaicongenvancouver.org/

Congratualtions to U of A graduates, Padet (Por) Khosathit and Danop (Nyu) Aroonkong. Por finished his MSc in
Mechanical Engineering and is currently employed by a firm in Edmonton. Nyu received a BA (Honors) in Economics
and will continue his graduate studies at the University of British Columbia. Dr. Clarence Preitz presented a gift from
the Association to each graduate on June 11, 2010. The evening ended with a dinner party at Asian Grill Restaurant.
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont.)

E F
OYAL VISIT
@A) B%7 7%
(> =($*

HRH Princess Chulabhorn Walailak
made an official visit to the BC Cancer
Agency between May 7-16, 2010 and
also visited with the Thai community in
Vancouver on Sunday May 9 at
Shagari-La Hotel.
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RECENT ACTIVITIES:

2010 AGM and Election Results Melissa Davis was elected president of the Alberta Thai Association (2010-2012)
at the annual general meeting held at North Millbourne Community Hall on June
13, 2010.

Melissa previously served half of her two-year term as vice-president takes over
the top position of the association from outgoing president Ngamta Tekauyporn
(Eed Winner). The vacated vice-president position was filled at the July meeting of
the executive when Maurice Rousseau agreed to fill that position.

Outgoing secretary Thosaphol (Tommy) Harnvivattanakit gave a year-end review
and summary on activities for the ATA’s 2009-10 year and treasurer Clarence
Preitz presented a financial report prior to the election chaired by Maurice
Rousseau and Wanna Saksaranrome.

Jitra Kriangkum, a long-serving ATA board member and advisor becomes secretary
of the Association.

2010 ATA Picnic Rain failed to dampen the spirits at the annual ATA picnic on July 4, 2010 when
more than 50 members (including family, friends and university students) turned
up at Emily Murphy Park.

There was intermittent rain throughout the day, which was also rather chilly, and it
was fortunate the ATA rented the site with a covered pavilion and a fireplace, so
everyone was dry and warm.

“We never expected it to be so cold during the mid-summer but the fireplace was
burning steady throughout,” said Jitra Kriangkum, the newly-elected ATA
secretary, adding: “hopefully nobody caught a cold.”

Participants also brought plenty of delicious home-made food to share and despite
the adverse weather conditions our children braved the elements to frolic in the
open.
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RECENT ACTIVITIES: (cont.)

2010 Songkran Gala
& & " ;12/2

ATA's Songkran Gala , April 17, 2010 at Parkview Community League Hall. Attendees reached the hall's maximum capacity of
210. Excellent Thai cuisine, cultural performances and live band “Namphet” made for an enjoyable meeting. So much fun the
organizers had a difficult time bringing the party to an end at one the following morning. Thanks to all who help making this event a
great success including our friends from the Lao community who joined us in the Thai New Year celebration.
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VOLUNTEERS AND CONTRIBUTORS

Anabelle Syms Dao Waddleton Montree Puthom Sawart Aiamkamol
Benjamas Akarangkool Dom and Jitra Kriangkum Namphon and Nattiya Bennett Thai Orchid Restaurant
Bua Thai Restaurant Dr. Arunee Thamrongwitsawa Natama Thongteeratum Tommy Harn

Bud and Oratai Nowicki Eua Na Chiangmai Norideen Kitchell Viphada Chaipibal
Buncha Ooraikul Glenn and Ngamta Winner Pornpun Vivithanaporn

Chalinee and Kathleen Klassen Larp and Ladapah Chitnuyanondh Pu Burant

Clarence Preitz Melissa Davis Samroeng Wright



ATA Newsletter Summer 2010 9

Casino Monies In 2007 the ATA applied for casino funds and we were successful in obtaining these
What's next? funds. The ATA received its first disbursement in February of 2010 and hopes it will be
the first of many more to come. Because the monies are significant, a Casino Planning
Committee was formed and is comprised of five senior members, which is chaired by
Maurice Rousseau. The committee has been given the task to develop a strategic plan
that will prioritize and implement a spending plan which will appropriate nearly $40,000
from casino money for the current funding year.

by Maurice Rousseau

We anticipate continuing to put money aside for the building fund and use funds to
undertake new ATA programming activities. The ATA will have an objective to reach out
not only to the Thai community but also to the broader community, as the Casino rules
state. Priority spending will be in the area of promoting, awareness, informing, and
educating the public and members through participation that speak to our Thai culture
and heritage. The committee will approve a number of projects and pilots over these
coming months that will be varying lengths. All approved projects will be evaluated for
their success and possible ongoing funding.

To date numerous suggestions have been brought forward to the committee. Here are a
few;: Public Thai Cooking Classes, Thai Reading & Conversational Classes (youth and
adults), Dance Classes, Student Exchanges, Scholarships, Leasing a Location, A
Storage Center, Artistic Food Sculpture Classes, and finally, small ethno cultural cost
neutral events or classes that support the understanding of heritage, cultures and
traditions.

Throughout these next few weeks and months we encourage members to step forward
with ideas and talk to me or our executive on how your project will make a difference in
our community and how it will bring our members together to make us proud in what we
have to offer to the community.
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This Forum is open to all ATA members to expresf tihoughts, opinions, grievances, or ask
questions or make requests, etc. Its purpose éntourage participation from our members in the
hope of making our Association stronger, more uUsafdl relevant, and more sustainable as an
organization. It will appear in our Newsletter wiesver there is a contribution from members. The
Editor reserves the right to edit the contributidh,necessary, before publication, or refuses to
publish it if the contribution has the potentialdause damage or disunity to the community.

Member

Forum

To inaugurate the Forum, Dr. Buncha Ooraikul habrsitted his opinion, which is published below.

s we go about our usual routine as members of the Alberta

Thai Association, we have become rather complacent that
everything is moving along smoothly and there is nothing to be
concerned about. We have our New Year Party, our Songkran,
our annual Heritage Festival pavilion, our picnics and our King’s
Birthday Party, and we can participate in any of these — IF WE
WANT TO, or not — IF WE DON'T WANT TO. So, what is there
to worry about?

WRONG! These events or activities don't just happen. They
take a lot of organization and hard work from a very small group
of the Executives and members-at-large who volunteer to help,
event after event, year after year. These are members of our
Thai community who sacrifice a part of their busy lives to help
make our Association a viable organization so that members
can socialize and have fun or do charitable work occasionally,
and our Thai community can be recognized as a part of
Edmonton and Canada as a whole. These friends of ours don’t
get paid for their efforts in serving on the ATA Executive Board
or in helping with various activities. Often, they have to spend
their own money to go to meetings or in conducting the ATA’s
business. They do it because they have the true community
spirit of serving the society, and because if they don’t do it
nobody else will, and our Association will just wither and die, or
fade into obscurity.

The Thai community in Edmonton came into being around 1965
when a group of Thai graduate students came to U of A to
pursue their graduate studies. As years went by, more students
came to U of A and other institutions and several Thai
professionals  (teachers, doctors, engineers, scientists,
economists) decided to make Edmonton their home. Many
Canadian-Thai couples also returned to live in Edmonton. The
ATA was founded by a group of these immigrants in 1984 with
the purposes of (1) to foster close relationship within the Thai
community and between the Thais and Canadians; (2) to keep
alive the Thai culture and to share it with their Canadian friends;
and, (3) to participate in various worthwhile activities in the
community at large.

Over the 26 years since its inception, the ATA has grown and
expanded its membership and activities. Through hard work of
the Executives and volunteers, our Association has raised a
considerable amount of funds through various fundraising
activities, including the recent casino event. This enables the
Association to serve its members and the larger community in
various ways, including the donations to the Tsunami Relief
projects and the Queen’s charity works. One major aim of the
Association is to raise enough funds to build our own
Community Centre. Though we have a considerable way to go
before we can realize this dream, but if we are willing to work
together we can achieve anything.

And, this is the biggest worry that | have which I'd like to share
with the rest of the Thai community, not just the ATA members.
| wish to raise the following questions.

1. Do we want the ATA to continue its existence to serve and
represent our Thai community?

2. Do you share the ATA’'s dream of having our own
Community Centre?

3. Do you want the ATA to serve our members better and in a
more practical and meaningful ways?

4. Are YOU willing to become an active and contributing
member of ATA?

5. Do you have any suggestions to make ATA better and more
sustainable?

ATA membership has not grown much in the past several years,
and the same group of members has to shoulder most of the
work and responsibilities year after year. These people are
getting both older and tired. The Association desperately needs
NEW BLOOD to revitalize its existence and make it a
sustainable and viable organization. We need to bring in new
generation of Executives and volunteers. We need new ideas
and new energy. We need YOU, your families and your friends!
RIGHT NOW!

Buncha Ooraikul
June 26, 2010
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The Thai community in
Edmonton mourned and was
shocked by the death of visiting
contract worker Apichat (Chat)
Sudsaneh, who was killed in a
robbery attempt on Whyte
Avenue in the wee hours of
June 6, 2010.

Chat, son of Yut and Sangwan

Sudsaneh, was born on

December 2, 1972 in Thailand’s

Phrae province. After finishing
compulsory education, Chat worked to support his family at the
tender age of 13 and began his welding career when he was
18.

The unmarried Chat had worked overseas since he was 23 in
order to provide a better living for his family, including two
adopted children — the daughter and son of his elder brother who
was unable to provide for them.

Prior to coming to Canada, he worked in Singapore, Malaysia,
Taiwan and South Africa. Chat had always strived to develop
himself, as a result, he was able to pass the Alberta’s
challenging professional welding license exam on his first

attempt.
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The affable Chat was always willing to help others and had
volunteered at various ATA functions and events, including
working all three days at last year’s Heritage Festival. Also, he
was proficient in English, which allowed him to acted as an
interpreter for his fellow Thai workers.

Chat was a devout Buddhist and went to the temple almost
every week. Even on the night he was killed, Chat had
prepared food to make merit at the Thai temple the following
day.

A trust fund had been established at the Alberta Treasury
Branch under “Ngamta Tekauyporn in Trust for Apichat
Sudsaneh”. Donations are being accepted until the end of
December, 2010.

“Chat was very popular with everyone, including a lot of friends
in the Lao community. We received approximately Cdn.
$14,000 within the first week after the killing,” said Tekauyporn,
who just completed a two-year term as president of the ATA.

“Thermo Design Engineering, Ltd. , his employer, took
responsibilities for both the memorial service and shipping of
his body home. There was no cost for the funeral service at
Ratchadharm Temple.”

Police had so far charged three persons connected with the
killing and are still looking for others who may be involved.

Biographical data collected by Jutikarn Chareonsuk



